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94-332 December 8, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU STUDENTS, EMPLOYEES SURVEYED ABOUT SMOKING 
CHARLESTON -- A majority of Eastern Illinois University students and employ-
ees responding to a random survey on smoking support the concept of a smoke-free 
campus. 
Of the 578 respondents, 75.8 percent approve of no-smoking in campus 
facilities or vehicles, while 20.6 percent are opposed. Nearfy53 percent of the total 
respondents support no-smoking in campus facilities and vehicles and on university 
grounds, while 42.8 percent are opposed. 
A total of 337 undergraduate and graduate students and 241 administrators, 
faculty and civil service staff responded to the random survey, administered by Eas-
tern's Office of Planning and Public Affairs. 
The student response rate was 29 percent compared to a rate of 67 percent for 
employees. 
The survey was conducted after Eastern's Staff Senate asked the President's 
Council to evaluate the possibility of a smoke-free campus. 
Survey participants were asked to respond to three questions regarding a 
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smoke-free campus. 
The results of the survey will be shared with the Faculty, Staff and Student 
Senates and their recommendations could lead to a campus-wide referendum on the 
matter, according to Eastern President David Jorns. 
A breakdown of the responses shows that 77.5 percent of students and 73.4 
percent of employees support the concept of a smoke-free campus where "smoking is 
not allowed in any campus facilities or vehicles (excluding university housing)': 
The concept of a smoke-free campus where "smoking is not allowed in any 
campus facilities, vehicles, or at any place on university grounds (excluding university 
housing)" generated less support, with 56.8 percent of students approving the idea, 
but only 47.3 percent of employees in support. 
Close to 84 percent of the students and staff surveyed are non-smokers, while 
slightly more than 12 percent are smokers. 
Eastern's current policy allows smoking in designated smoking areas of campus 
facilities and on university grounds. Smoking is also permitted in university vehicles if 
none of the occupants are non-smokers. Residence hall rooms and University 
Apartments may be designated "smoking permitted" or "no smoking" by the occupants. 
In all cases, the right of non-smokers to protect their health and comfort takes 
precedence over another person's right to smoke, the policy states. 
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